
 

 

 

 

Lakewood  

Iniciativa de conocimiento práctico de lectura 

Verano 2013 

Para estudiantes empezando grados 6 a 8 

Instrucciones:  

1. Revisa la lista de libros y las asignaciones claves,  apropiadas para su nivel. 

2.  Lee 3 libros: Al menos 1 de sus libros TIENE que ser no-ficción. Recuérdese que estos títulos son solo      

     sugerencias. Puedes leer cualquier libro que te interese.  El personal de la biblioteca pública  

     también tienen sugerencias buenas . 
 

3.  Selecciona y completa una asignación por cada libro. No puedes elegir la misma asignación clave más 
de una vez. Asegúrese de que la asignación clave que elegisteis sea apropiada para el libro que 
escogisteis.   

4.  Tienes que completar la Rubrica de autoevaluación después de cada una de las 3 asignaciones claves.   

5.  Asignaciones completas se deben entregar el primer día de clases a su maestra de Artes de lenguaje.  

 

¿Necesitas asistencia?  

Llame o visite la Biblioteca de Ocean County. 

Lakewood Branch Ocean County Library 
301 Lexington Ave. 

Lakewood, NJ 08701  

Phone : (732) 363-1435 
 

Horas: lunes - jueves  9-9, viernes y sábado  9-5,  domingo 1-5 (Septiembre - Mayo) 



 

Asignaciones claves 

Grados 6-8 

1. Crea y presenta una presentación de Power Point basada en una de las siguientes:   

Para ficción: 

 El desarrollo del protagonista a través del libro,  

 el significado de la escena a la idea principal del libro,  

 el tema a través del libro y el significado del tema al protagonista,  

 el conflicto, y la habilidad de poder cambiar el protagonista/antagonista;   

           Para no-ficción:  

 Las ideas fundamentales sobre los argumentos y explicaciones del autor,  

 una comparación de dos textos del mismo tema,  

 o una evaluación del argumento del autor.   

 

2. Utilizando recursos del internet y de la biblioteca, crea un ensayo pictórico sobre la escena del 
libro (época, lugar, ambiente) o sobre el tema de su selección de no-ficción. Cada foto debe 
representar el tema de la época o una idea importante del tema. Debe haber un subtítulo escrito 
indicando el tema particular/tema de la foto, así como el nombre del fotógrafo, la fecha de la foto 
y un título original (su propio título). Ejemplos temáticos incluyen: vida casera, relaciones de 
géneros, relaciones raciales, declinación económica etc.  Ejemplos de temas de no-ficción, incluyen: 
la vida de Benjamin Franklin, innovaciones militares de la Segunda Guerra Mundial, como ser un 
adolescente exitoso, calentamiento global, etc. Ensayos pictóricos deben incluir 10-12 fotos de 
varios temas, debe ser bien organizado y tener los subtítulos. ¡Creatividad y presentación cuenta! 

3. Mientras lees, mantiene un “blog” que documenta su experiencia como lector. El “blog” debe 
incluir: sus pensamientos y sentimientos sobre el texto, las conclusiones que tomas a través del 
texto, las conexiones que usas para autenticar el texto, u otra idea que te impresiona.  Tome en 

cuenta que el propósito de esta asignación es que puedas demostrar su proceso de pensamiento 
mientras lees el texto, y eso requiere pensamiento frecuente y consistente. Además el “blog” tiene 
que ser autentico y en-línea,  por lo tanto acceso a la internet es necesario.  Para empezar su “blog”, 
ve a  www.wordpress.com y recuerde que su maestro de Artes de lenguaje necesitara acceso a su 
“blog”.  

 

http://www.wordpress.com/


 

 

4. Escribe un ensayo critico en reacción a uno de los siguientes temas:   

  Para ficción: 

 El desarrollo del protagonista a través del libro,  

 el significado de la escena a la idea principal del libro,  

 el tema a través del libro y el significado del tema al protagonista,  

 el conflicto, y la habilidad de poder cambiar el protagonista/antagonista;   

              Para no-ficción:  

 Las ideas fundamentales del autor sobre sus argumentos y explicaciones,  

 una comparación de dos textos del mismo tema,  

 o una evaluación del argumento del autor.   

 

              Tome en cuenta que el ensayo tiene que ser de 2-5 páginas, escrito por computadora, en estilo de letra             

               New Times Roman,  a doble espacio, con propios títulos,  y el documento entero tiene que seguir Estilo  

               MLA. Si necesitas ayuda con Estilo MLA, ve a http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. 

 

5. Imagina que van a ser una película de su texto. Crea un póster para su texto o documental (si de 
no-ficción).  En su póster, incluye:  

 Titulo, Basado en un libro de_______,  

 Personajes (incluye los actores que quieres que actúen en la película, o en caso de un 
documental;  diga quien escribió el documental, quien es el director, y quien narró el 
documental).   

 Un eslogan para crea curiosidad y interés en la película (por ejemplo, si el título es: 
“Muerte después de la oscuridad”, mi eslogan podría decir, “mayo 31, todo el mundo 
tendrá miedo de la oscuridad,  

 Una ilustración apropiada que indique algo del conflicto de la película,  

 La fecha de cuando la película sale. 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 

 

 

6. Crea una página en Facebook para uno de los personajes del libro o por una causa buena 
relacionada a un tema no-ficción.  La pagina puede ser dibujada en cartulina o puede ser una 
página verdadera la cual su maestra pueda tener acceso.                                                                         
Lo siguiente tiene que aparecer en su página de Facebook:  

 “The Wall (Timeline)”  con mensajes de “amistades”, incluyendo personajes del libro, o de 
personas que le darán su amistad a una causa buena, junto con comentarios pertinentes 
que el personaje /persona haría, 

 “a thumbnail/ imagen predeterminada/foto 

 La sección de “About”, o sea “acerca de” completada (trabajo, escuela, fotos, amistades, 
conteo de amistades, actualizaciones, y cualquier otra cose que haría la pagina autentica.  

  Tome en cuenta que quizás tengas dificultad incluyendo todo esto en un pagina 
deFacebook real,  por lo tanto debes planear cuidadosamente.    



 
Componentes de escritura de ensayos y estudios  

 
 

Declaración de la tesis  
 Explica lo que vas a comprobar   
 Dice como lo vas a comprobar  
 Ofrece un plan de desarrollo (al menos tres ejemplos)  
 Ultima oración del párrafo de introducción  

 
Oraciones sobre el tema  

 Apoyan o comprueban la tesis  
 Dice lo que el párrafo discutirá  
 ¡Tienen que ser las ideas del escritor! ¡No pueden ser comillas, paráfrasis, ni resúmenes! 
 Primer oración del cuerpo de cada párrafo del ensayo  

 
Oraciones de detalles 

 Apoyan o comprueban las oraciones sobre el tema.  
 Oraciones del cuerpo del ensayo (después de la oración sobre el tema)  
 ¡Evidencia especifica!  
 ¡Buen lugar para comillas, paráfrasis, y resúmenes!  
 Tome en cuenta: Todas las comillas, paráfrasis, y resúmenes tienen que ser introducidos, explicados, y 

aplicados al argumento del escritor.  
 
Conclusion 

 Reafirma la declaración de la tesis.  
 Resume las oraciones sobre el tema.  
 Comentarios finales.  
 Último párrafo del ensayo.  

 
Introducción 

 Introduce el autor y su texto (si apropiado)  
 Introduce el tema del ensayo.  
 Comenta sobre la importancia del tema (si apropiado)  
 Provee un resumen breve de la obra literaria.  
 Provee la declaración de la tesis (última oración)  
 Primer párrafo del ensayo.  

 

 

 

TOME EN CUENTA  que los libros en estas listas solo son sugerencias. Puedes escoger 
cualquier libro apropiado de acuerdo a su nivel. El personal de la biblioteca pública 
también tiene sugerencias buenas. 
  

 

 

 



 

Lecturas Sugeridas 

                                                       Grado 6 

 

FICCION REALISTICA  
 
Say Yes Audrey Coulombis  
In the first chapter, the narrator, 12-year-old Casey, describes her morning exchange with her stepmother, Sylvia; by 
the second chapter Sylvia is gone and Casey is completely alone, fending for herself in her NYC apartment. This is a 
modern day survival story with no clear lines between heroes and villains, where morals are tested by fear and 
desperation. (Publishers Weekly)  
 
The Chicken Dance Jacques Couvillon  
On his birthday, Don Schmidt spends the day waiting patiently for his big surprise—a cake, presents, maybe a Chinese 
clown . . . . But instead, his batty parents get into their monthly argument.  
 
Racing the Past Sis Deans  
Ricky stops taking the school bus in his small town in Maine, first to evade the bullies (who call his family "white 
trash") and then gradually to improve his running speed and beat the bus home. Sports fans will appreciate the 
realism of Ricky's grueling training, and the story is just as honest about family struggles.  
 
Because of Winn-Dixie Kate DiCamillo  
Because of Winn Dixie, a big, ugly happy dog, 10-year-old Opal learns 10 things about her long-gone mother from 
her preacher father. Because of Winn-Dixie, Opal makes new friends among the somewhat unusual residents of her 
new hometown. Because of Winn Dixie, Opal begins to find her place in the world and to let go some of her 
sadness. Is the book better than the movie?  
 
The Reappearance of Sam Webber Jonathan Fuqua  
When his father disappears without a trace, 11-year–old Sam moves into a new house and school, where he 
becomes friends with the janitor and learns about racism, loss, and forgiveness.  
 
Joey Pigza Loses Control Jack Gantos  
Joey finally feels a sense of self-control over his hyperactivity now that he receives daily medication patches. Visiting 
his divorced father for the summer seems like a good idea until his father, a mirror image of the pre-medicated Joey, 
flushes all of Joey’s patches down the toilet. (part of a series including: I Am Not Joey Pigza)  
 
Pictures of Hollis Wood Patricia Giff  
Having run away from a family that offered her a home, troubled 12-year–old orphan Hollis Wood is not about to 
let Social Services separate her from the elderly artist she has been living with.  
 
The Million Dollar Shot Dan Gutman  
Eleven-year-old Eddie enters a poetry contest hoping to get a chance to win a million dollars by sinking a foul shot at 
the NBA finals games.  
 
The Homework Machine Dan Gutman  
Brenton invents a homework machine that seems too good to be true.  
 
  
 



 
 
Hoot Carl Hiassen  
This satire features middle schoolers - the new kid, Roy, joining forces with tough Beatrice and the elusive Mullet 
Fingers to defeat a bully, thwart an avaricious corporation, Mother Paula’s All-American Pancake House, and save a 
coolly of burrowing owls. (ALA) Newbery Honor  



Million Dollar Throw, Mike Lupica  
What would you do with a million dollars, if you were 13? Nate Brodie is nicknamed “Brady” not only for his arm, 
but also because he’s the biggest Tom Brady fan. He’s even saved up to buy an autographed football. And when he 
does, he wins the chance for something he’s never dreamed of—to throw a pass through a target at a Patriots game 
for one million dollars.  
 
Edward’s Eyes Patricia MacLachlan  
From Booklist: As always, MacLachlan's simple words speak of big things. This time they talk about the death of a 
beloved sibling.  
 
11 Birthdays, Wendy Mass  
It's Amanda's 11th birthday and she is super excited---after all, 11 is so different from 10. But from the start, 
everything goes wrong. The worst part of it all is that she and her best friend, Leo, with whom she's shared every 
birthday, are on the outs and this will be the first birthday they haven't shared together. When Amanda turns in for 
the night, glad to have her birthday behind her, she wakes up happy for a new day. Or is it? Her birthday seems to 
be repeating itself. What is going on?! And how can she fix it? Only time, friendship, and a little luck will tell. . .  
 
Eleven (Winnie Years), Lauren Myracle  
Winnie knows that change isn’t all it’s cracked up to be, especially when it means her best friend, Amanda, might 
be dropping her for someone else. Throw in a grumpy teenage sister, a cat who gets trapped in the wall, and a crush 
who has pinkeye, and you’ve got one big mess—one that Winnie’s not going to clean up! Winnie’s decided that she’s 
going to remain exactly the same, no matter what the rest of the world does. But every month brings crazy 
adventures. A lot can change in a year . . .maybe even Winnie.  
 
Shiloh Season Phyllis Naylor  
When mean and angry Judd, who has never known kindness, takes to drinking and mistreats his dogs, Marty 
discovers how deep a hurt can go and how long it takes to heal. (sequel to Newbery Award winner Shiloh)  
 
The Same Stuff as Stars Katherine Paterson  
Paterson explores the theme of what defines a family in this contemporary novel set in rural Vermont. Eleven-year-
old Angel Morgan, despite her youth, is the head of her family.  
 
Buddy Is a Stupid Name for a Girl Willo Roberts  
When her father mysteriously disappears, motherless, 11-year-old Buddy must move in with relatives she doesn't 
know, finding herself in a family with secrets in their past.  
 
Hang Tough, Paul Mather Alfred Slote  
A baseball pitcher with an incurable blood disease is determined to get in as much time on the mound as possible.  
 
Loser, Jerry Spinelli  
Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad when he grows up. But 
Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls down with laughter over a 
word like "Jabip." Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to hear it. He doesn't 
know he's not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any name can someday 
become "hero."  
 
Way Down Deep Ruth White  
On the first day of summer in 1944, a red-haired toddler appears on the courtroom steps in Way Down Deep, West 
Virginia. Nobody knows who she is or how she got there.  
(from the author of Belle Prater’s Boy)  

 
 
 
 



 
FANTASIA 
 
The Book of Three Lloyd Alexander  
Set in the mythical land of Prydian, this book draws together the elements of the hero's journey from boy to 
courageous young man. Taran grumbles with frustration at home; he yearns to go into battle like his hero, Prince 
Gwydion. Before the story is over, he has met his hero and fought the evil leader who threatens the peace of 
Prydian.  
 
Artemis Fowl (series) Eoin Colfer  
Arctic Incident , The Eternity 



The adventures of 12-year-old Artemis Fowl who is a boy-genius and a member of a legendary crime family down on 
its luck. The adventures in each book combine folklore, fantasy, and high-tech.  
 
Island of the Aunts Eva Ibbotson  
Three aging aunts who need help for their magical animals resort to an unusual plan which involves kidnapping!  
 
The Star of Kazan Eva Ibbotson  
A mix of villains, crumbling aristocratic families, stolen jewels, and a cast of lovable adventures, help a 12-year-old 
search for her true family (Booklist Editors’ Choice)  
 
Ella Enchanted Gail Carson Levine  
Spunky, stubborn and very clever, this new Cinderella spends a lifetime trying to outwit the curse of a fairy's 
unwelcome gift of obedience.  
 
Gossamer Lois Lowry  
Readers first meet the dream-givers as they creep around a dark house in the middle of the night where an old 
woman and a dog named Toby are sleeping.  
 
Simon Bloom, the Gravity Keeper Michael Reisman  
Sixth grader Simon Bloom finds a book that enables him to control the laws of physics. When two thugs with evil 
intentions come after Simon, he must use the formulas to save himself and the book from falling into their hands. 
A first novel by Michael Riesman, this book is both fantasy and action adventure.  
 
Percy Jackson Series, Rick Riordan  
The "Percy Jackson and the Olympians" series is all about a boy who discovers that he's the offspring of a god, and 
the other demi-god kids that he gets to know at a very, very special camp. Rick Riordan spins a clever fast-moving 
adventure that mines ancient mythology and gives it a modern spin. This series includes the best-selling The 
Lightning Thief, The Sea of Monsters, The Titan's Curse, The Battle of the Labyrinth, and The Last Olympians.  
 
Rapunzel’s Revenge Hale, Dean  
In this graphic novel based on a folktale, Rapunzel is a young woman imprisoned in a tower by a sorceress. 
Rapunzel rescues herself with her weapon of choice: her hair, which she has braided into a lasso!  
 
MISTERIO 
Something Upstairs Avi  
When the present day family moves into a 1789 house, Kenny meets the ghost of Caleb, a sixteen-year-old slave who 
denies that he killed himself in the attic years ago.  
 
Chasing Vermeer Blue Balliett  
Outsiders Petra and Calder become friends as they try to find out what happened to a missing Vermeer painting. 
This story mixes mysteries, puzzles, possibilities, coincidences, and art. Readers of From the Mixed up Files of Mrs. 
Basil E. Frankweiler and The Westing Game will love this unique book. (Booklist Editors’ Choice)  
 
The Figure in the Shadow John Bellairs  
Chubby Lewis, the timid hero of The House with the Clock in Its Walls, finds a magic charm that can cause 
astonishing events to occur.  
 
The Dark Stairs Betsy Byars  
Herculeah Jones didn't get her name because she was "dainty and shy." She's bossy and overly curious and, with her 
father as a police officer and her mother as a private investigator, there's plenty to attract her attention. With her 
equally snoopy sidekick, Meat, they have quite a story to tell.  
 
 
 



The Ghost and Mrs. Hobbs Cynthia DeFelice  
11-year-old Allie’s investigation into a fire that happened seventeen years earlier causes a ghost to enter into her life.  
 
Dangling Lillian Eige  
11-year-old Ben’s unusual new friend disappears when he walks into a river and never resurfaces. Did he drown, run 
away and what was he hiding? Ben is determined to find the answers.  



The Mysterious Benedict Society Carson Ellis  
After Reynie Muldoon responds to an advertisement recruiting "gifted children looking for special opportunities," 
he finds himself in a world of mystery and adventure. The 11-year-old orphan is one of four children to complete a 
series of challenging and creative tasks, and he, Kate, Constance, and Sticky become the Mysterious Benedict 
Society.  
 
Danger at the Fair Peg Kehret  
When Ellen receives a spirit message during a séance at the county fair warning that her younger brother is in 
danger, she dismisses it until he disappears. Can she find him before it’s too late?  

 

GANADORES DE LA MEDALLA CALDECOTT 

Invention of Hugo Cabret Brian Selznick  
Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on 
secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man 
who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy.  
 
A Drowned Maiden’s Hair Laura Schlitz  
The classic orphan story takes an original turn in this story of Maud, a nineteenth-century orphan adopted by 
spiritualist sisters who plan to use her to defraud a wealthy client. (Center for Children’s Books)  
 
FICCION HISTORICA  
Crispin: The Cross of Lead Avi  

Action-filled page-turner set in 14
th 

century England. A 13-year-old is suddenly orphaned and stripped of home and 
possessions. Accused of murder and wanted dead or alive, Crispin flees his village and falls in with a juggler, Bear, 
who becomes his protector and teacher. Relentlessly pursued by Crispin’s enemies, the pair flees to solve the 
mystery of Crispin’s true identity and fight the injustices of feudalism. (ALA) Newbery Winner  
 
Crispin: At the Edge of the World Avi  
Sequel to the Newbery Award winner, Crispin: The Cross of Lead. Yet another adventure in the Middle Ages.  
 
LIBRO DE HONOR NEWBERY  
 
Elijah of Buxton Christopher Paul Curtis  

*Starred Review From Booklist: After his mother rebukes him for screaming that hoop snakes have invaded Buxton, 
gullible 11-year-old Elijah confesses to readers that "there ain't nothing in the world she wants more than for me to 
quit being so doggone fra-gile."  

 

Willow Run Patricia Reilly Giff  
Introduced as Lily's friend in the Newbery Honor Book Lily's Crossing (1997), Margaret "Meggie" Dillon now 
experiences World War II on her own.  
 
NO-FICCION  
Phineus Gage John Fleischman  
The amazing story of man injured in an accident in which a steel rod went through his skull. By working with him, 
scientists discovered more about how the brain works.  
 
Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon Catherine Thimmesh  
Chronicles the Apollo 11 mission, the spaceflight that landed the first man on Earth’s moon on July 20, 1969. The 
book emphasizes the contributions of thousands of people who made the mission successful  



ACERCA DE ESTUDUANTES DEL SEXTO GRADO 
Shakespeare’s Secret Elise Broach  
When sixth grader Hero Netherfield moves into the famous Murphy Diamond House, she obsesses over finding the 
centuries–old diamond said to be inside.  
 
Stray Voltage Eugenie Doyle  
An accumulation of telling details and subtle scenes trace the maturation of sixth grader Ian Daley, the second-born 
son in a family of Vermont dairy farmers, whose mother has recently left them. As Ian tries to make sense of his 
new life with his gruff, silent father and dismissive brother and no mother as a buffer between them, he begins to 
discover his own strengths. (Booklist Editors’ Choice )  
 
Heads or Tails Jack Gantos  
Here is a series of short stories about life during Jack’s sixth grade year.  
 
Mysterious Edge of the Heroic World E.L. Konigsburg  
(mature theme) From School Library Journal: An unlikely friendship develops between two precocious sixth graders as 
they unite to sort through the belongings of an eccentric, pretentious, and intriguing neighbor.  
 
How I Became a Writer and Oggie Learned to Drive Janet Taylor Lisle  
As sixth-grader Archie and his six-year-old brother Oggie shuttle back and forth between the houses of their 
separated parents, Archie tries desperately to take care of Oggie and pretend that everything is normal.  
 
A Friendship for Today Patricia McKissak  
From Publishers Weekly: McKissack (Porch Lies) reaches into her own childhood to shape this immediate and affecting 
novel narrated by strong and smart Rosemary.  
 
Agnes Parker… Girl In Progress Kathleen O’Dell  
Eleven-year-old Agnes determines that this year she will become a completely new person – or at least a better 
version of herself in this novel of the trials and joys of sixth grade.  
 
Deep Down Popular Phoebe Stone  
An unlikely friendship, and outlandish plan, develops between tomboy Jessie and the once-popular Conrad.  
 
Bat 6 Virginia Wolff  
Set in a small Oregon town just after World War II, this is a powerful tale of a community shattered by its reaction 
to two young newcomers, Aki and Shazam, told from 21 different points of view of sixth grade girls on a softball 
game.  
 
The Friends Kazumi Yumoto  
Outsiders at home and at school, Kiyama and his two sixth grade friends decide to spy on a solitary old man in their 
small town.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lectura Sugerida 

 Grado 7 

 
 
Chasing Vermeer, The Wright Three, or The Calder Game Blue Balliett  
When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-
year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal. In the second book, the sixth-
graders lead their classmates in an attempt to keep Frank Lloyd Wright's famous Robie House from being 
demolished. And in the third, Calder disappears along with a sculpture to which he has felt strangely drawn. His 
friends Petra and Tommy fly from Chicago to help his father find him.  
 
Anything But Typical Nora Raleigh Baskin  
Jason, a twelve-year-old autistic boy who wants to become a writer, relates what his life is like as he tries to make 
sense of his world.  
 
Red Blazer Girls: The Ring of Rocamadour, The Vanishing Violin or The Mistaken Masterpiece Michael Beil  
Catholic-schooled seventh-graders Sophie, Margaret, Rebecca, and Leigh Ann help an elderly neighbor solve a 
puzzle her father left twenty years ago. In the next mystery, the girls locate a rare violin, catch the person sneaking 
into St. Veronica's School for late-night cleaning and redecorating, and outsmart a conniving classmate. Then they 
are hired by Father Julian to authenticate a painting, while Sophie faces off with her arch-rival and takes care of 
movie-star Nate Etan's dog.  
 
Masterpiece Elise Broach  
After Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature drawing as an eleventh birthday gift for James, a human with whom he 
shares a house, the two new friends work together to help recover a Durer drawing stolen from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.  
 
Tiger Threat (Or any book in the Orca Sports series) Sigmund Brouwer  
Ray Hockaday is a center in the Western Hockey League who holds a secret. When he is assigned to help his new 
teammate, a Russian named Vlad, get accustomed to Canada, he soon finds that his companion holds a very 
dangerous secret of his own.  
 
The Perilous Journey of the Donner Party Marian Calabro  
The author uses material from letters and diaries written by survivors of the Donner Party to relate the experiences 
of that ill-fated group as they endured horrific circumstances on their way to California in 1846-47.  
 
Sports Classic Series (Any book in the series) Matt Christopher  
Author Matt Christopher describes real life struggles in this action packed series filled with athletic adventure. 2  



Lunch Money Andrew Clements  
Twelve-year-old Greg has always been good at moneymaking projects. Now he is surprised to find himself teaming 
up with his lifelong rival, Maura, to create a series of comic books to sell at school.   
 
Millions Frank Cottrell-Boyce  
The Cunningham brothers literally have money drop in their laps when a bag of cash falls from the sky. However, 
the crooks who initially stole the loot are hot on the trail to retrieve it.  
 
Love That Dog or Hate That Cat Sharon Creech  
A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous poems 
mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem. In the sequel, Jack starts the next grade along 
with his perceptive teacher, Miss Stretchberry. Jack dislikes a mean neighborhood cat, but he changes his mind 
about felines when he gets a kitten as a Christmas present.  
 
Spiderwick Chronicles: The Field Guide, The Seeing Stone, Lucinda’s Secret,  
The Ironwood Tree, or The Wrath of Mulgareth Tony DiTerlizzi  
The Grace children, Jared, Simon, and Mallory have discovered a field guide to fairies and other magical creatures 
at their Aunt Lucinda's house. Suddenly, they find themselves the victims of mean tricks designed to get them to 
give up the book.  
 
The London Eye Mystery Siobhan Dowd  
When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must work 
together--Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat--to try to solve the mystery of what 
happened to Salim.  
 
The City of Ember, The People of Sparks, The Prophet of Yonwood, or  
The Diamond of Darkhold Jeanne DuPrau  
In The City of Ember, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger who will run to new 
places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to Unknown Regions. The series continues as Lina’s people 
join her above ground in the vibrant village of Sparks, but suspicion and prejudice soon turn the villagers and 
newcomers against each other. Then, while visiting the small town of Yonwood, eleven-year-old Nickie makes some 
decisions about how to identify both good and evil when she witnesses the townspeople's reactions to the 
apocalyptic visions of one of their neighbors. Finally, after obtaining an ancient book with only a few pages 
remaining, Lina returns to Ember seeking a machine that might be able to aid their new community.  
 
Bat 6: A Novel Virginia Euwer-Wolff  
In a small town in post-World War Oregon, twenty-one 6th grade girls recount the story of an annual softball game, 
during which one girl's bigotry comes to the surface. 3  



Inkheart, Inkspell or Inkdeath Cornelia Funke  
This series begins as 12-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mo, can "read" fictional characters to life. An evil ruler 
named Capricorn, freed from the novel Inkheart years earlier, tries to force Mo to release an immortal monster from 
the story. In Inkspell, Dustfinger finds a crooked storyteller who can read him back to Inkscape. He leaves his 
apprentice Farid behind, but Farid seeks out Meggie and the two follow him back into the enchanted book. Finally, 
in Inkdeath, Bluejay tries to keep the Book of Immortality from unraveling, and Adderhead kidnaps all the children 
in the kingdom.  
 
The Thief Lord Cornelia Funke  
Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo run away from their cruel aunt and uncle. They decide to hide out in Venice 
where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street children.  
 
The Graveyard Book Neil Gaiman  
The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a child of eighteen months and 
raised lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and otherworldly creatures.  
 
My Life in Pink and Green Lisa Greenwald  
When the family's drugstore is failing, seventh-grader Lucy uses her problem-solving talents to come up with a 
solution that might resuscitate the business and help the environment.  
 
Babe and Me: Baseball Card Adventure (Or any book in the series) Dan Gutman  
With their ability to travel through time using vintage baseball cards, Joe and his father have the opportunity to find 
out whether Babe Ruth really did call his shot when he hit that home run in the third game of the 1932 World 
Series against the Chicago Cubs.  
 
Deep and Dark and Dangerous (Or any mystery by this author) Mary Downing Hahn  
Thirteen-year-old Ali spends the summer with her aunt and cousin at the family's vacation home. While there, she 
stumbles upon a secret her mother and aunt have been hiding for over thirty years.  
 
Hawk: Occupation: Skateboarder Tony Hawk  
Internationally known American skateboarding champ Tony Hawk chronicles his life and his very eventful 
involvement with the sport.  
 
Bird Lake Moon Kevin Henkes  
Twelve-year-old Mitch, spending the summer with his grandparents at Bird Lake after his parents' separation, 
becomes friends with ten-year-old Spencer, who has returned with his family to the lake where his little brother 
drowned years earlier. As the boys spend time together and their friendship grows, each of them begins to heal. 



Olive’s Ocean Kevin Henkes  
On a summer visit to her grandmother's cottage by the ocean, twelve-year-old Martha gains perspective on the death 
of a classmate and on her relationship with her grandmother. She also examines her feelings for an older boy and 
her plans to be a writer.  
 
1001 Cranes Naomi Hirahara  
With her parents on the verge of separating, a devastated twelve-year-old Japanese American girl spends the summer 
in Los Angeles with her grandparents. As summer passes, she folds paper cranes into wedding displays, becomes 
involved with a young skateboarder, and learns how complicated relationships can be.  
 
The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn Dorothy Hoobler  
While attempting to solve the mystery of a stolen jewel, Seikei, a merchant's son who longs to be a samurai, joins a 
group of kabuki actors in eighteenth-century Japan.  
 
Soldier Boys Dean Hughes  
Two boys, one German and one American, are eager to join their respective armies during World War II. Their 
paths cross at the Battle of the Bulge.  
 
Dragonfly Pool Eva Ibbotson  
Tally and her friends at Dalderton Boarding School form a dance troupe and travel to Bergania. There, she 
befriends Karil, the crown prince, and helps him flee the Nazis after his father is assassinated.  
 
The Crocodile Hunter Steve Irwin  
Australian conservationists Steve and Terri Irwin describe their lives and adventures in their quest to study wildlife.  
 
Secret of Yellow Death: A True Story of Medical Sleuthing Suzanne Jurmain  
This book tells the story of the doctors and researchers who worked to track down the cause of yellow fever and find 
a way to eliminate the disease.  
 
The Abduction (Or any book in the Kidnapped series) Gordon Korman  
Aiden teams up with the FBI to track down his sister Meg, who was kidnapped while they were walking home from 
school.  
 
The Girls Amy Goldman Koss  
Each of the girls in a middle-school clique reveals the strong, manipulative hold one of the group exerts on the 
others, causing hurt and self-doubt among the girls.  
 
Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence  
An English boy during World War I comes to believe that the battles he enacts with his toy soldiers control the war 
his father is fighting on the front.  
 
The Smugglers or The Wreckers Iain Lawrence  
In eighteenth-century England, 16-year-old John sets out to sail it from Kent to London and becomes involved in a 
dangerous smuggling scheme. The Wreckers finds 14-year-old John Spencer shipwrecked after a vicious storm. He 
attempts to save his father and himself while dealing with an evil secret about the Cornish coastal town where they 
are stranded. 



Gossamer Lois Lowry  
While learning to bestow dreams, a young dream giver tries to save an eight-year-old boy from the effects of both his 
abusive past and the nightmares inflicted on him by the frightening Sinisteeds.  
 
Dunk David Lubar  
Chad hopes to work out his frustrations and his anger by taking a summer job as a dunk tank Bozo on the 
boardwalk at the New Jersey shore. Eventually, he comes to a better understanding of himself and the uses of 
humor as he undergoes training in the fine art of insults.  
 
Neil Armstrong is My Uncle & Other Lies Muscle Man McGinty Told Me Nan Marino  
Ten-year-old Tamara Ann Simpson thinks she has finally found a chance to prove Muscle Man McGinty is a liar 
when he brags he can beat anyone in the neighborhood at kickball, but as she awaits McGinty's downfall, she begins 
to understand his motives for lying.  
 
Good Night Maman Norma Fox Mazer  
After spending years fleeing from the Nazis in war-torn Europe, twelve-year-old Karin Levi and her older brother 
Marc find a new home in a refugee camp in Oswego, New York.  
 
Indigo’s Star Hilary McKay  
Spurred on by his youngest sister, Rose, twelve-year-old Indigo sticks up for himself and an American boy who has 
replaced him as the primary target of the school bullies.  
 
Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller Elizabeth Miller  
At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama. Annie 
tries to teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, self-discipline and communication skills.  
 
The Great Fire Jim Murphy  
Vivid firsthand descriptions by people who lived through the 1871 Chicago fire are woven into a gripping account 
of this famous disaster.  
 
Jade Green: A Ghost Story Phyllis Naylor  
While living with her uncle in a house haunted by the ghost of a young woman, recently orphaned Judith Sparrow 
wonders if her one small transgression causes mysterious happenings.  
 
The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg W. R. Philbrick  
After Homer P. Figg escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, Maine, he sets out to find his beloved 
older brother, Harold, who has been illegally sold into the Union Army.  
 
Only You Can Save Mankind, Johnny and the Dead or Johnny and the Bomb Terry Pratchett  
Twelve-year-old Johnny endures tensions between his parents and watches television coverage of the Gulf War. He 
also plays a computer game called Only You Can Save Mankind, in which he is increasingly drawn into the reality 
of the alien ScreeWee. In Johnny and the Dead, Johnny suddenly starts seeing and talking to ghosts. Along with his 
friends, Johnny becomes involved in a battle to save the local cemetery. In Johnny and the Bomb, Maxwell acquires the 
neighborhood homeless woman's shopping cart when she is injured and discovers that its contents have the ability 
to send him back in time to 1941 England. Now, he has to decide if he should warn the townspeople about the 
impending German bomb attack. 



Nuclear Jellyfish of New Jersey (Or any book in the American Chiller Series) Jonathan Rand  
Shayleen Mills finds herself struggling for survival when her family vacation at the seaside resort of Wildwood, New 
Jersey, is interrupted by the arrival of hostile, glowing jellyfish.  
 
Ghost Ship Dietlof Reiche  
Twelve-year old Vicki, and her friend, Peter, try to solve the mystery of the appearance of a ghost ship, "Storm 
Goddess," when supernatural occurrences at a seaside resort cast the tourist town in a two-hundred-year-old legend.  
 
The Maze of Bones (Or any book in the 39 Clues series) Rick Riordan  
Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal the 
secrets of their lineage and find out what really happened to their parents.  
 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief (Or any book in the series) Rick Riordan  
Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his 
father is the Greek god Poseidon. Now Percy is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr.  
 
Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America Sharon Robinson  
A biography of baseball legend Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in the major leagues, as told by 
his daughter.  
 
Yellow Star Jennifer Roy  
From 1939, when Syvia is four and a half years old, to 1945 when she has just turned ten, a Jewish girl and her 
family struggle to survive in Poland's Lodz ghetto during the Nazi occupation.  
 
Esperanza Rising Pam Munoz Ryan  
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor 
camps of Southern California. While there, they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm 
workers on the eve of the Great Depression.  
 
Paint the Wind Pam Munoz Ryan  
After her overprotective grandmother has a stroke, eleven-year-old Maya, an orphan, leaves her extremely restricted 
life in California to stay with her mother's family on a remote Wyoming ranch. She discovers a love of horses and 
encounters Artemisia, a wild mare that her mother once rode.  
 
Rewind William Sleator  
Not long after learning that he was adopted, eleven-year-old Peter is hit by a car and then given several chances to 
alter events that could lead to his death.  
 
Maniac Magee Jerry Spinelli  
After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats 
which awe his contemporaries.  
 
Milkweed Jerry Spinelli  
A street child, known to himself only as Stopthief, finds community when he is taken in by a band of orphans in 
Warsaw ghetto. With their support, he weathers the horrors of the Nazi regime. 7  



When You Reach Me Rebecca Stead  
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-
old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that 
seems to defy the laws of time and space.  
 
I So Don’t Do Mysteries or I So Don’t Do Spooky Barrie Summy  
Thirteen-year-old Sherry is visited by the ghost of her mother, who asks Sherry to help solve a case that involves 
rhinoceros poaching at the San Diego Wild Animal Park. Sherry's involvement not only helps save the rhinos, but it 
also brings mother and daughter closer together than ever before. Then, Sherry helps her ghost mother investigate 
who is stalking Sherry's stepmother, but Sherry is also very busy with school and friends, while her mother is also 
striving for a gold medal in the Ghostlympics.  
 
Hush Jacqueline Woodson  
Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection program.  
 
Rats Paul Zindel  
When mutant rats threaten to take over Staten Island, which has become a huge landfill, fourteen-year-old Sarah 
and her younger brother Mike try to figure out how to stop them 
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In the Forests of the Night Amelia Atwater-Rhodes  
Risika, a teenage vampire, wanders back in time to the year 1684 when, as a human, she died and was transformed 
against her will.  
 
Hope Was Here Joan Bauer  
Sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as 
waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner. They become involved with the diner owner's political campaign 
to oust the town's corrupt mayor.  
 
Looking Glass Wars or Seeing Redd or ArchEnemy Frank Beddor  
This trilogy begins when Alyss Heart is cast out of Wonderland by her evil Aunt Redd and finds herself living in 
Victorian Oxford. She struggles to keep memories of her kingdom intact until she can claim her rightful throne. In 
the second book Alyss returns to her rightful place on the throne of as enemies inside and outside her queendom 
push their own agendas and wield horrific weapons. The finale finds Queen Alyss and her rival Redd working 
together to defeat King Arch.  
 
Blackwater Eve Bunting  
When a boy and a girl are drowned in the Blackwater River, thirteen-year-old Brodie must decide whether to confess 
that he may have caused the accident.  
 
Ender’s Game or Ender’s Shadow Orson Scott Card  
Ender Wiggin is a six-year-old genius who is the Earth's only hope for victory over invading "bugger" aliens. He is 
smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart enough to save the planet? In Ender’s Shadow, we 
learn more about Ender’s friend Bean who must overcome his past and prove to the recruiters at the Battle School 
that he can help save the planet from an alien invasion.  
 
Dark Secrets Novels Elizabeth Chandler  
Dark Secrets 1 contains Legacy of Lies, in which Megan’s visit with her grandmother puts her in the middle of a 
twisted love triangle, and Don't Tell, in which Lauren returns to the town where her mother died years earlier hoping 
to unlock the secrets of her past. Dark Secrets 2 contains No Time to Die, in which Jenny is stalked by the same serial 
killer who murdered her sister, Liza; and The Deep End of Fear, in which Kate tutors a boy living in the estate she 
used to call home and discovers he is in contact with Ashley, Kate's childhood best friend who drowned in an icy 
pond.  
 
Al Capone Does My Shirts or Al Capone Shines My Shoes Gennifer Choldenko  
Twelve-year-old Moose moves to Alcatraz in 1935 so his father can work as a prison guard and his younger, autistic 
sister, Natalie, can attend a special school in San Francisco. It is a time when the federal prison is home to gangster 
Al Capone. Middle school antics combine with excitement on the prison island. In the sequel, drama with the kids 
gives way to intrigue among the cons, and it's up to the children to foil a dangerous escape plan. 2  



No Passengers Beyond This Point Gennifer Choldenko  
With their house in foreclosure, sisters India and Mouse and brother Finn are sent to stay with an uncle in 
Colorado until their mother can join them, but when the plane lands, the children are welcomed by cheering 
crowds to a strange place where each of them has a perfect house and a clock that is ticking down the time.  
 
Waiting for Normal Leslie Connor  
Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her beloved 
stepfather and half-sisters. She and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts of 
Schenectady, New York.  
 
I Am the Cheese Robert Cormier  
A young boy desperately tries to unlock his past yet knows he must hide those memories if he is to remain alive.  
 
Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery (or any book in this series) John Feinstein  
After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to cover the Final Four 
tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being blackmailed into throwing the final game. In Change-
Up, they uncover some inconsistencies in the life story of a popular new pitcher and begin to investigate. Then, in 
Cover-Up, Stevie and Susan learn that every player on a professional football team has failed his drug test. The owner 
has covered up the results, and now they must find a way to prove it. The newest is The Rivalry: Mystery at the Army-
Navy Game.  
 
The Big Splash Jack Ferraiolo  
Matt Stevens, an average middle schooler with a glib tongue and a knack for solving crimes, uncovers a mystery 
while working with "the organization." The mafia-like syndicate is run by seventh-grader Vincent "Mr. Biggs" Biggio 
and specializes in forged hall passes, test-copying rings, black market candy selling, and taking out hits with water 
guns.  
 
The Girl Who Could Fly Victoria Forester  
Piper McCloud's ability to fly sets her apart from the other kids, so her mother sends her to an exclusive school for 
children with exceptional abilities, but even there she does not fit in with the other students.  
 
Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters Gail Giles  
Fourteen-year-old Sunny is stunned when a total stranger shows up at her house posing as her older sister Jazz, who 
supposedly died in a fire months earlier.  
 
Football Genius or Football Champ Tim Green  
Twelve-year-old Troy's uncanny gift for predicting football plays proves a powerful secret weapon for the Atlanta 
Falcons. A seedy reporter with a vendetta suspects something is going on and sets out to shred the reputations of 
Troy and star linebacker Seth Halloway. In Football Champ, thanks to Troy's ability to predict winning plays, the 
Falcons are pulling in victories. Then suddenly Troy's perfect world comes crashing down.  
F 
ootball Hero Tim Green  
Ty Lewis can't believe it when he is recruited for the football team. This is Ty's big chance to prove how fast he is on 
the field. But Ty's guardian won't let him play... he needs Ty to scrub floors and toilets for his cleaning business 
while he cooks up gambling schemes with the local mob boss.  



Double Identity Margaret Peterson Haddix  
Thirteen-year-old Bethany's parents have always been overprotective, but when they suddenly drop out of sight with 
no explanation, leaving her with an aunt she never new existed, Bethany uncovers shocking secrets. Soon she begins 
to question everything she thought she knew about herself and her family.  
 
Found or Sent or Sabotaged Margaret Peterson Haddix  
Thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane that appeared out 
of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board. Then, in Sent, Jonah, Katherine, Chip, and Alex find themselves 
in 1483 at the Tower of London, and discover that Chip and Alex are Prince Edward V and Richard of Shrewsbury, 
imprisoned by Richard III. In Sabotaged, Jonah teams up with his sister Katherine to help Virginia Dare, the first 
child born in America to English parents.  
 
Uprising Margaret Peterson Haddix  
In 1927, at the urging of twenty-one-year-old Harriet, Mrs. Livingston reluctantly recalls her experiences at the 
Triangle Shirtwaist factory. When Harriet was only five years old, miserable working conditions led to a strike then 
a fire that took the lives of Mrs. Livingston’s two best friends,  
 
Dr. Franklin’s Island Ann Halam  
When their plane crashes over the ocean, three students are left stranded on an island and imprisoned by a doctor 
who is performing experiments on humans involving the transfer of animal genes.  
 
Soul Surfer Bethany Hamilton  
Bethany Hamilton shares the story of her lifelong love of surfing, and tells how she was able to return to 
competition with the help of her family, friends, and faith, after losing her arm in a shark attack at the age of 
thirteen.  
 
Well Witched Frances Hardinge  
Three friends fall prey to the demands of the Well Witch when they trespass in her wishing well and steal some 
coins.  
 
Far North Will Hobbs  
After the destruction of their floatplane, sixteen-year-old Gabe and his Indian friend, Raymond, struggle to survive a  
winter in the wilderness of the Northwest Territories of Canada.  
 
Raven’s Gate or Evil Star or Nightrise or Necropolis Anthony Horowitz  
Sent to live in a foster home in a remote Yorkshire village, Matt, a troubled fourteen-year-old, uncovers an evil plot 
involving witchcraft and the site of an ancient stone circle. This series tells chilling tales of world changing secrets, 
terrifying truths, and a full-power fight between good and evil.  
 
The Alex Rider series (Stormbreaker, Point Blank, Skeleton Key, Eagle Strike, Scorpia, ArkAngel, Snakehead, or 
Crocodile Tears) Anthony Horowitz  
Sent to live in a foster home in a remote Yorkshire village, Matt, a troubled fourteen-year-old, uncovers an evil plot 
involving witchcraft and the site of an ancient stone circle. He soon goes from schoolboy to super spy, embarking on 
secret missions and using incredible gadgets to save the world.  
 
Heaven Angela Johnson  
Fourteen-year-old Marley's seemingly perfect life in the small town of Heaven is disrupted when she discovers that 
her father and mother are not her real parents. 4  



Safe at Second Scott Johnson  
Paulie Lockwood's best friend Todd Bannister is destined for the major leagues until a line drive to the head causes 
him to lose an eye and they both must find a new future for themselves.  
 
The Green Glass Sea Ellen Klages  
It is 1943, and 11-year-old Dewey Kerrigan is traveling west on a train to live with her scientist father - but no one 
will tell her exactly where he is. When she reaches Los Alamos, New Mexico, she learns why: he is working on a top 
secret government program.  
 
Blood and Chocolate Annette Curtis Klause  
Having fallen for a human boy, a beautiful teenage werewolf must battle both her packmates and the fear of the 
townspeople to decide where she belongs and with whom.  
 
Swindle Gordon Korman  
After unscrupulous collector S. Wendell Palamino cons him out of a valuable baseball card, sixth-grader Griffin 
Bing and his friends break into Palomino's heavily guarded store and steal the card back. They plan to use the 
money to finance his father's failing invention, the Smart Pick fruit picker.  
 
The Cheat Amy Goldman Koss  
When Sara gets her hands on the answers to the eighth-grade geography midterm and decides to share them with 
some other students, the consequences are far-ranging.  
 
Skulduggery Pleasant or Playing With Fire or Faceless Ones Derek Landy  
When twelve-year-old Stephanie inherits her weird uncle's estate, she must join forces with Skulduggery Pleasant, a 
skeleton mage, to save the world from the Faceless Ones. In the sequel, when the evil Baron Vengeous escapes from 
prison, the pair has just two days to recapture him. In the third book, they embark on a dangerous quest to keep the 
gates between Earth and the Faceless Ones closed.  
 
The Big Field or Heat or Summer Ball or Travel Team Mike Lupica  
Mike Lupica, newspaper columnist and TV sports commentator, writes sports books for intermediate students and 
offers his own wisdom and experience about competition, hero-worship, the drive to reach for your dreams, and the 
importance of family.  
 
Heaven Looks a Lot Like the Mall: A Novel Wendy Mass  
When high school junior Tessa Reynolds gets hit in the head during gym class and falls into a coma, she experiences 
Heaven as the mall where her parents work. She revisits key events from her life, causing her to reevaluate herself 
and how she wants to live.  
 
Truce: The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting Jim Murphy  
This book tells the true story of the December 25, 1914, truce between German and British soldiers as they laid 
down their weapons and met in No Man's Land to celebrate Christmas during World War I.  
 
Wild Girls Pat Murphy  
Twelve-year-old Joan, worried that she will not have any friends when her family moves from Connecticut to 
California, bonds right away with Sarah, a girl who prefers to be called Fox. The two spend a joyous summer playing 
outside, making up stories, and attending a writing class. 5  



Airborn Kenneth Oppel  
Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to 
search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.  
 
Darkwing Kenneth Oppel  
Dusk, the world's first bat, must lead his colony to safety in a time of changing species.  
 
Peeling the Onion Wendy Orr  
Following an automobile accident in which her neck is broken, a teenage karate champion begins a long and 
painful recovery with the help of her family.  
 
Heart of a Shepherd Rosanne Parry  
Ignatatius "Brother" Alderman, nearly twelve, promises to help his grandparents keep the family's Oregon ranch the 
same while his brothers are away and his father is deployed to Iraq, but as he comes to accept the inevitability of 
change, he also sees the man he is meant to be.  
 
How Angel Peterson Got His Name Gary Paulsen  
Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern Minnesota in the late 1940s and early 1950s, 
such as skiing behind a car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel.  
I 
n the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex Nathaniel Philbrick  
This is the true story of the Essex, a whale ship that set sail from Nantucket in 1819. It was rammed by an enraged 
sperm whale in the South Pacific, setting the twenty-man crew adrift in three tiny boats.  
 
Slob Ellen Porter  
Overweight genius Owen tries to invent a television that can see the past to find out what happened the day his 
parents were killed.  
 
Tribute to Another Dead Rock Star Randy Powell  
Grady Grennan is a skateboard punk whose one claim to fame is being the son of a heavy-metal singer.  
 
Girl in Blue Ann Rinaldi  
To escape an abusive father and an arranged marriage, fourteen-year-old Sarah, dressed as a boy, leaves her Michigan 
home to enlist in the Union Army. She becomes a soldier on the battlefields of Virginia as well as a Union spy 
working in the house of Confederate sympathizer Rose O'Neal Greenhow in Washington, D.C.  
 
The Wednesday Wars Gary D. Schmidt  
Seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom on Wednesday afternoons when all his 
classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school. He and his teacher read the plays of William Shakespeare, and 
Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in. 6  



Cirque du Freak Series Darren Shan  
These stories will chill and thrill; they are filled with grotesque creatures, murderous vampires, and unexpected 
endings.  
 
King George: What Was His Problem? Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn’t Tell You About the American 
Revolution Steve Sheinkin  
This book presents an informal history of the American Revolution, covering the Stamp Act, Paul Revere, and the 
battle of Ticonderoga. It includes letters, memorable quotes, and line illustrations.  
 
National Parks Mysteries (Any in series) Gloria Skurzynski  
Exciting mystery-adventure stories take place in the U.S. National Parks, and introduce readers to each park's history 
as well as its ecology.  
 
The Boxes William Sleator  
Fifteen-year-old Annie discovers a swarm of telepathic creatures when she opens two strange boxes left in her care by 
her mysterious uncle. She unleashes a power capable of slowing down time.  
 
Marco’s Millions William Sleator  
Twelve-year-old Marco loves two things – traveling the world, and his sister Lilly, who has psychic powers. He 
embarks on a journey to other universes, gaining the ability to go wherever he wishes without growing old.  
 
Enola Holmes Mysteries NancySpringer  
Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, solves mysteries throughout London.  
 
Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree Lauren Tarshis  
Emma-Jean Lazarus is a quirky and utterly logical seventh-grade girl. She discovers some interesting results when she 
gets involved in the messy everyday problems of her peers.  
 
Stuck in Neutral Terry Trueman  
Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy, relates his perceptions of his life, his 
family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him.  
 
Never Trust A Dead Man Vivan Vande Velde  
Seventeen-year-old Selwyn is wrongly convicted of murder and punished by being sealed in a tomb with a dead man. 
He enlists the help of a witch and the resurrected victim to find the true killer.  
 
Winning Season (Any book in the series) Rich Wallace  
A series of sports-themed novels packed with plenty of action that will engage young sports fans.  
 
Millicent Min, Girl Genius Lisa Yee  
Eleven-year-old child prodigy Millicent Min records her struggles to learn to play volleyball, tutor her enemy, deal 
with their grandmother's departure, and make friends during one tumultuous summer.  
 
Loch Paul Zindel  
Fifteen-year-old Loch and his younger sister join their father on a scientific expedition searching for enormous 
prehistoric creatures sighted in a Vermont lake. It soon becomes obvious that the expedition's leaders aren't 
interested in preserving the creatures 
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Rúbrica de autoevaluación 
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¡Impresionante! 
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¡Muy bien! 
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Bien 

 
 
 

               2 

 
Tengo que seguir 

trabajando  
 

 
                1 

 
Falta 

información 
 
 

            0 

 
Califíquese en 
los textos que 
leísteis.  
 

 
Leí tres libros  
o mas 
completamente.  

 
Leí la mayoría de 
los tres textos.  

 
Leí algunas 
partes de los 
textos.  

 
Leí algunas 
paginas  

  
No leí.  

 
Califíquese en 
las actividades  
que ha 
completado. 
 

 
¡Mis actividades 
son 
maravillosas! 
 
  

 
Mis actividades 
están hechas 
bien.  

 
Estoy 
satisfecho con 
mis 
actividades.   

 
Empecé mis 
actividades pero 
no logré  
completarlas.   

  
No completé 
ningunas de 
las 
actividades. 

 
Califíquese en su 
entendimiento 
del texto.   

 

 
¡Entendí todo 
perfectamente!   

 
Entendí  la 
mayoría de los 
textos.    

 
Entendí 
algunas partes 
de los textos. 

 
Entendí muy 
poco de los 
textos.   

 
No leí.  


